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This year as chairman has been a 
year of learning. It has really taken 
me out of my comfort zone and 
pushed me into new things which 
have been a rewarding challenge. 
I have been working very closely 
with our National Offi ce and our ex-
ecutive committee. I have had great 
support from Maryna, who has 
sadly left the Foundation, but during 
her short time with us she helped 
us at our KZN Branch to put a few 
systems in place that have been a 
great help. 

Attention during this year has been 
on offi ce administration, sorting 
out bank accounts, investment ac-
counts, and fi nancials. We spent a 
good part of the year doing home 
visits and aiding with equipment 
to our members. Heather worked 
closely with our community and we 
created a tremendous amount of 
awareness and captured many new 
families who were reaching out for 
help. My biggest challenge this year 
has been to understand the gover-
nance of the Foundation.

Some of the projects we have 
been working on this year  

•  We held our telecon conference in 
Feb with the KZN members.

•  We gave out three wheelchairs in 
March.

•  We found a new family in need of 
support and help.

• We had a committee meeting in 
Hillcrest at the Clifton Hill Legends 
Lifestyle.

• Heather was sick for a while and 
then resigned from the MDF but 
after many discussions has been 
re-employed by the KZN Branch.

• The month of May was Africa 
Bike Week; this was a great suc-
cess and couldn’t have been done 
without the McKenzie family, who 

came down for the weekend with 
Heather. Together the total amount 
raised was just under R40 000.

• In June we held another commit-
tee meeting at Ari Seirlis’s home 
in Gillitts. Kevin Jones resigned 
due to other commitments, and Ari 
agreed to be vice-chairman for us. 
Thanks to everyone.

•  In July we gave out another chair 
to Mfundo Mthembu. Two new 
families were helped and had 
home visits. 

• Newspaper articles were placed 
and many events were organised 
by Heather for awareness.

• We approved a wheelchair which 
is on order for Chante Millar.

•  In October two schools did civvies 
days for us. Well done Heather for 
initiating this.

• Clinics were attended by Heather 
and me, which has created great 
awareness and is building good 
relationships. 

•  A new family was home visited 
and I delivered a bi pap machine 
for loan. 

•  Posters have been placed around 
with all our information on them in 
different languages.

I would like to thank the committee, 
Theuns and Pieter, and of course Ari 
for their continuous support during 
this year. Heather, you have been 
fantastic, and thanks for your great 
support over the last few months. 

Chairperson
Maxine Strydom

KZN BRANCH NEWS

WESTVILLE SENIOR PRIMARY 
HOSTS SUCCESSFUL CIVVIES 
DAY 

We’d like to thank the Principal, Mr 
E de Bruyn, his staff and all the pu-
pils at Westville Senior Primary for 
having had yet another civvies day 
in aid of muscular dystrophy, for the 
third year in a row!

An outstanding amount of R2602,80 
was raised on the last day of school 
at the end of last term! Thank you 
for your continuous support!

An article was placed in the local  
newspaper, the Highway Mail, on 
26 October 2011 and we hope this 
will help to create awareness, and 
hopefully motivate other schools to 
support us as well.

Barnyard Theatre supports mus-
cular dystrophy

We, at the KZN branch, would like 
to express our gratitude to Debbie 
from the Barnyard Theatre at Gate-
way for donating tickets to our foun-
dation. Because we could then sell 
these tickets ourselves, this helped 
to generate much-needed funds. 
The show “Six of the Best” was very 
much enjoyed by all. Thank you!
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KZN Branch Committee :

Mrs. Maxine Strydom (Chairperson), 
Mr. Ari Seirlis (Vice-Chairman) , Mr. 
Brian Hansell (Treasurer), Mrs. Iris 
Govender, Prof. Pierre Bill,  Dr. Pam 
Rapiti, Mrs. Terry Anne Stevenson, 
Mr. James Howieson, Mrs. Sharon 
Howieson, Mr. Thobile Ndwandwe, 
Mr. Ahmed Lockhat, Ms. Sandy 
Christison, Ms. Veronique Conner
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