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Branch News

Piet Joubert says thank you!

The Department of Health, Gauteng 
assisted Piet Joubert from Welged-
ag, Springs with a motorised wheel-
chair. Thank you to Ms Monique 
Beukes and Pam Gibbs for all their 
efforts to assist our members.

Thank You!

Hi Pieter and everyone at the Mus-
cular Dystrophy Foundation, Gau-
teng Branch. 

I received the new wheelchair you 
guys organized for me on Friday, 
and I was and still am so excited. I 
have been going all over the neigh-
bourhood, to the shops and to my 
mate who lives down the road. 

This new sense of freedom is un-
real. When I started using a push 
wheelchair because my walking 
had deteriorated so much, I had 
the same sensation, but now that I 
am not so good at pushing myself 
around anymore I feel like I did back 
then, but somehow the feeling is 
magnified. It feels incredible to be 
propelled around with no effort. This 
is undoubtedly going to enrich my 
life incredibly and I cannot thank 
everybody at the Muscular Dystro-
phy Foundation, Gauteng Branch 
and The Wiehahn Trust Foundation 
enough. You have no idea how much 
this means to me, you just don’t. I 
truly have no words to express my 
gratitude, but at the same time as 
being speechless, I could explode 
with exhilaration.  Once again, thank 
you all, so much. 

Andrew Marshall

Thank You!

I received the new wheelchair on 22 
March and want to thank The Wie-
hahn Trust Foundation and every-
body at the Foundation. This means 
a lot to me and will make a huge dif-
ference to my life. Thank you for all 
the good work that you do for all our 
affected members. 

Wikus Herbst

We are very grateful to the Nation-
al Lottery Distribution Fund for the 
grant received to purchase our own 
building. We are busy with renova-
tions to make the building wheel-
chair friendly and excited to see the 
end results. You are welcome to pop 
in for a visit at our new premises 
situated at the corner of Ontdekkers 
Road and 12 Botes Street, Florida 
Park.

Thank you to Bitrate (Pty) Ltd, The 
Wiehahn Foundation, Mr Ken Hen-
derson, Mr Ockie Fourie, Potchef-
stroom Rotary Club, George Elkin 
Charity Trust, Kirkness Charitable 
Trust, Christelike Vereeniging van 
Suid Afrika, Mr AG Adams and Mrs 
S Machet for your ongoing support. 
We highly appreciate the donations 
received from you recently. 

Forthcoming Events

•  Casual Day on 2 September – We 
will participate again this year and 
hope to get the support of our mem-
bers, schools and companies with 
the sale of stickers.
•  National Braai Day on 24 Septem-
ber – The Hattingh family from Brits 
will do a fundraising event for us with 
a braai. Braai packs will be sold and 
a braai competition will be held. 
•  Golf Day – We intend having a golf 
day and require from members the 
names of corporates who will be in-
terested in assisting us.
• Krazee 4 Cripples – Leanne Op-
perman is looking at drifting for af-
fected members and will give us 
more details about the event at a 
later stage.

Bulelwa Dungulu has been appoint-
ed as counsellor and informed us 
that it is inspiring to meet affected 
members and see that they main-
tain a positive disposition and have 
adapted to their conditions. She had 
already visited members, hospitals 
and schools. We are pleased to wel-
come Bulelwa and looking forward 
to working with her.
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The last few months have been 
extremely busy and we have had 
many requests for wheelchairs 
needed. A manual wheelchair was 
donated to us by Westville Rotary 
Club – a connection through sell-
ing recipe books. Thank you to the 
Westville Rotary Club; we were able 
to pass this chair onto Miss Zonke 
Sheilah Khuluse, who has a weak-
ness affecting her limbs, peripheral 
neuropathy. 

Miss Zonke ideally needs a mo-
torised wheelchair but we are now 
waiting for funds to come in to be 
able to help further.

This picture is of a little boy, Elias 
Masinga, whom I met in the ward last 
year. He has Duchenne MD, and we 
gave him a motorised wheelchair. 
this picture was taken on a return 
visit to the Albert Luthuli Clinic.

Christmas cards sold

We were very fortunate to be able to 
display and sell our Christmas cards 
at the kiosk outside Knowles Super-
spar in Pinetown. Thank you to Dee 
Coe and Sharon Smorenburg, from 
the Ethelbert Children’s Home, for 
orchestrating this. And thank you to 
Roy Sheodin of Knowles SuperSpar 
for allowing the kiosk on the fore-
court. An amount of R7691.40 was 
raised. Thank you so much!!

A further R546.50 was raised by 
Sandy Christison from C.E. Mobil-
ity, who received donations and 
sold Christmas cards on our be-

half. Thank you so much Sandy! 
Christmas cards were also sold to 
friends – so all in all nearly R8500 
was raised by the sale of Christmas 
cards.

Donations made to KZN Branch, 
December 2010:

A very big Thank You to Colin and 
Suzanne McKenzie, who raised 
R4000 at a Christmas market where 
they sold books donated by their 
friends to the public whilst creating 
awareness of muscular dystrophy.

A welcome donation of R30 000 
came in from Secunda. Thank you!
We also received a R1000 donation 
from the SA Guild of Decoupiers – 
a contact through the Albert Luthuli 
Hospital.

Civvies Day held at Westville Senior  
Primary School:

A big Thank You to Mr De Bruyn and 
the pupils of Westville Senior Prima-
ry School for having held a second 
civvies day for muscular dystrophy 
on Wednesday 8 December 2010, 
raising R924.90 for the Foundation. 
We really appreciate the support. 
Thank you!
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