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are constantly supporting my fundraising efforts.

The power chair has made such a difference to Ian’s 
quality of life – so much so that Toni wrote a letter of 
thanks, which reads as follows:

Muscular Dystrophy Foundation, Durban

Dear Heather,

For some years now Ian’s Becker MD has been getting 
progressively more debilitating. We have in many ways 
“made a plan” in the past to assist Ian in carrying out 
the most basic tasks.
We have always been aware that at some point in the 
future he would become wheelchair bound.
Your generous donation of a CE Mobility powered elec-
trical driven wheelchair has been a blessing not only to 
Ian but also to the extended family.
Through your donation Ian’s quality of life will be greatly 
enhanced.
Thank you on behalf of Ian and the family for your do-
nation of the electric wheelchair.

Kind regards, Steven & Toni Soper

WESTVILLE SCHOOL REACHES OUT

We received a donation of R1232 from the Principal 
(Eugene de Bruyn) and pupils at Westville Senior Pri-
mary School. This money was raised through a civvies 
day at school at the end of last year. An article was in 
the Highway Mail on 22 January 2010 with the heading 
“Kind donation from School”. 

CHRISTMAS CARD MONEY RAISED

We managed to raise R1496 from the sale of Christ-
mas cards! I distributed the cards between friends and 
where I knew they would sell. Thank you to Peter and 
his staff at Peter Clark’s Pharmacy (Village Market, 
Westville) as well as Sam from Simply Sam Beauty, 
Veloshnee at Albert Luthuli Hospital and Marisa McK-
enzie.

CREATING AWARENESS

We have had a few articles in the newspaper, which 
has created awareness about Muscular Dystrophy and 
that we are here to help. A lot more calls are coming 
in, not just inquiries but also people wanting to donate 
various things – from cough machines and walkers to 
puzzles, which we will be taking to one of the schools.

ALBERT LUTHULI HOSPITAL

On the fi rst and third Thursday of every month the Neu-
romuscular Clinic is held. I have met a lot of new mem-
bers there and informed them about the Muscular Dys-
trophy Foundation and where we are based. One such 
member is Zama Magwaza (photo). There are many 
needs in the form of wheelchair requirements, which 
we are slowly getting to meet. 

ELIAS MASINGA GETS A NEW WHEELCHAIR

I met this quiet young boy, Elias Masinga, in Ward C at 
the Albert Luthuli Hospital when I was there at a clinic. 
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He does not speak English so one of the nurses kindly 
interpreted for us. Elias is 10 years old and has been 
unable to walk for some time. He lives with his Dad in 
a rural area.and has a brother and sister. Elias had to 
wait for them to come home from school to be moved 
around. He has not attended school for a long time!

Mazwi from C.E. Mobility went to the hospital and as-
sessed which wheelchair would be best for Elias. He 
received his wheelchair in a very short space of time 
and is now more mobile and does not have to wait for 
family to come home and move him. He has become 
much more independent!!

TYRONNE SIGAMONEY GETS A POWER CHAIR

Tyronne is a 20-year-old young man with Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy. He was in desperate need of a 
motorized wheelchair. His mom, Claudette, says they 
are so grateful as she has been unwell and in hospital 
after spinal surgery. Tyronne’s new chair means he is 
able to be more mobile on his own.

We wish Claudette a speedy recovery.

JASON HOWIESON GETS MOBILE WITH HIS NEW 
TRAILER:

Jason Howieson, a 19-year-old teenager with Duch-
enne Muscular Dystrophy, was once reliant on his fam-
ily to push him around in his manual wheelchair when 
going out. He would have to go wherever the person 

pushing the chair was going, and if he wanted to look 
in another shop he would have to wait until whoever 
was pushing him would take him there. His power chair 
could not be carried in their vehicle. Electric wheel-
chairs cannot be folded like the manual ones and thus 
are very diffi cult to transport! But thanks to his new trail-
er he is more mobile and independent, as the power 
chair fi ts onto the trailer. So Jason is able to go where 
he likes, when he likes, while on outings to the various 
shopping centres.

NEW PLAYSTATION 2 FOR JASON HOWIESON

On Wednesday 17 February Jason fi nally got his brand 
new PS2 and four games, and he was delighted. This 
generous donation, valued at R3000, was sponsored 
by Ster Kinekor and businessman Donovan Juta. There 
was an article in the Highway Mail appealing for funds 
and games that would provide stimulation for people 
that are wheelchair-bound. Picture in the paper was of 
me (Heather Ainsworth), Jason and his mom, Sharon 
Howieson.


